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| ace stall ho | ied. Th for
| - | r yvou are married. The money
| ing to make a few rupees by Writing letters for ¢ P | use to you afte T oy 2
r tho es is better put toward your
who did not know how to write their own. J; Se books and school fe e P. iy Yd j
. 1S cys- . ind you a suitable husband. Ao
tomers had little money. Often from th B may. 4 ' e
: : € goodness of When I stole looks into my brothers’ books, I saw Ak
his heart Baap would write the letter for onl .
e o e T R ty a rupee o secrets in the characters I could not puzzle out. When .
as a small gir
: 5%, he would sometimes | I begged them to teach me the secrets, they laughed at
let me stand beside him. I watched as th ' S . 475
) | x € spoken me. Gopal complained, “I have to sit in a hot school- b
words were written down t : 32 e _ “ |
bird he f L 0 become like caged ' room all day and have my knuckles rapped if I look f
irds, caught forever m ; 3 >
, Caug y my clever baap. - out the window. You are the lucky one.’ 3 o
When they learned Maa and Baap were looking Ram said, “When a girl learns to read, her hair e B
tor a husband for me, my two brothers began to tease falls out, her eyes cross, and no man will look at her.” 2,
me. My older brother, Gopal, said, “Koly, when you &)
have a husband, you will have to do as he tells you. P
You won’t sit and daydream as you do now.” gy %
My younger brother, Ram, whom I always beat to listen to the students saying their lessons aloud.
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