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Student Packet 
Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Write your name on this packet. 
Then use your book to fill out the information on the lines below.  
Title: The Tale of Despereaux 
Author: ________________________________ 
Genre: ________________________________ 

Concepts: Character, Plot, Cause and Effect, Predicting, Theme 
 

I. Genre Lesson Independent Practice: Realistic And Fantasy 
Elements 

Chapter 1: “The Last One” – Chapter 2: “Such a Disappointment” 
Date Due: ________________ 
Directions: As you read your book (chapters 1 & 2) record the realistic and/or fantasy 
elements you come across that relate to characters, settings, or events in the left-hand 
column, and make a personal connection to each element in the right. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Realistic)or)Fantasy)Elements)From)the)
Text:)related)to)characters,)settings)or)

events.)

)

My)Personal)Connection)

Circle!one:!character,!setting!or!event.!!Is!

this!a!realistic!or!fantasy!element?!

!

Circle!one:!character,!setting!or!event.!Is!this!

a!realistic!or!fantasy!element?!

!

!

!

Circle!one:!character,!setting!or!event.!Is!this!

a!realistic!or!fantasy!element?!

!

!

!
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II. Vocabulary Activity: One of These Words is Not Like the Others 

Chapter 3: “Once Upon a Time” – Chapter 5: “What Furlough Saw” 
Date Due: ________________ 
Directions: Read each group of words. The highlighted word can be found in your 
book. Use its context and any other source to complete this task. Circle the word that 
does not belong in the group. Then explain why the remaining words belong together 
(i.e. synonyms). 
 
1. conform, align, parallel, contradict    (from chapter 3) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. fate, history, destiny, fortune    (from chapter 3) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. indulge, revel, restrain, satiate    (from chapter 4) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. adhere, unite, cling, drop    (from chapter 4) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. adoringly, lovingly, devoted, detached  (from chapter 5) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. ridiculous, reasonable, absurd, farcical  (from chapter 5) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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III.  Comprehension Questions 
Chapter 1: “The Last One” – Chapter 3: “Once Upon a Time” 

Date Due: ________________ 
Directions: Read the questions and answer them in complete sentences or choose the 
correct answer. Use the book to help you, if needed. Use details from the text to 
support your answer.  
 
DC 1. How would you describe Despereaux’s mother’s character? 
a. Loving 
b. Funny 
c. Self Centered 
d. Cruel 
 
EI  2. How did Despereaux’s mom come to live in the castle? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
FL 3. What is the following sentence an example of? “The April sun, weak but 
determined, shone through a castle window and from there squeezed itself through a 
small hole in the wall and placed one golden finger on the little mouse.” (p. 13) 
a. Simile 
b. Metaphor 
c. Idiom 
d. Personification 
 
 
DC 4. What can you tell about the character of Despereaux's family by the way they 
speak and act? (p. 13) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
EI 5. What did Furlough and Merlot notice about Despereaux that was not normal for 
baby mice? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension Questions (continued) 
Chapter 1: “The Last One” – Chapter 3: “Once Upon a Time” 

 
FL 6. What is the following sentence an example of? “Get your head out of the clouds 
and hunt for crumbs.” (p. 18) 
a. Simile 
b. Metaphor 
c. Idiom 
d. Personification 
 
 
DC 7. Why do you think that honey came to mind when Despereaux tried to describe 
the sound he was hearing? 
a. It was hard to hear. 
b. He was very hungry. 
c. It sounded thick and sticky. 
d. Honey was the sweetest thing he could think of. 
 
EI  8. What did Furlough try to teach Despereaux about being a mouse? 
a. how to scurry 
b. how to nibble paper 
c. how to disappear into a hole in the molding 
d. how to read 
 
 DC 9. Mama tells Despereaux “look for the crumbs. Eat them to make your mama 
happy. You are such the skinny mouse. You are a disappointment to your mama” (p. 
18) Why does the author use incorrect grammar? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
DC 10. Why do you think that Despereaux asks Furlough if they are in heaven? What 
does this tell you about Despereaux? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
C 11. How are Furlough and Merlot feeling about Despereaux by the end of chapter 3? 
a. They think he is kind. 
b. They think that something is not right with him. 
c. They think he is very intelligent. 
d. They do not like him. 
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IV. Independent Practice 1 : Predictions Chart Worksheet 
Date Due: ________________ 
Directions: As you read Chapter 3-4, fill out the events and details about the events 
that can help you make a prediction about what’s coming up in the text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.!Identify)a)big)
event)or)example)of)a)

cliffhanger)or)
foreshadowing.!

2.!Ask)a)specific)
question)about)what)
could)happen)next)
after)an)event)in)the)

story.)

3.!List)some)prior)
knowledge)or)

experience)you’ve)
had)regarding)the)

story.)

4.!Make)a)
meaningful)

prediction)using)
text)evidence.!

!

!

!

!
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V. Vocabulary Activity: Opposite Meanings 
Date Due: ________________ 
Chapter 5: “What Furlough Saw” — Chapter 8: “To the Rats” 
Directions: Read each sentence from the book. The definition of each bold word has 
been provided for you. Write two to four antonyms of the word on the line provided. 
 
1. “Reader, you may ask this question; in fact, you must ask this question: Is it 
ridiculous for a very small, sickly, big-eared mouse to fall in love with a beautiful 
human princess named Pea?” (Chapter 5, p. 32) 
ridiculous: absurd, bizarre 
antonyms:  
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. “He pushed past her and dug furiously through a pile of paper scraps, until he 
uncovered a thimble with a piece of leather stretched across its open end.” (Chapter 6, 
p. 35) 
furiously: fiercely, savagely 
antonyms: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
3. “’I honor you’ was what the knight said to the fair maiden in the story that 
Despereaux read every day in the book in the library.” (Chapter 7, p. 40) 
honor: celebrate, glorify 
antonyms: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
4. The mouse council, thirteen honored mice and one Most Very Honored Head Mouse, 
heeded the call of Lester’s drum and gathered in a small, secret hole off King Phillip’s 
throne room.” (Chapter 8, p. 42) 
heeded: attended, noted, heard and acted 
antonyms: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
5. “’Something,’ intoned the Most Very Honored Head Mouse, ‘is wrong with your 
son….” (Chapter 8, p. 43) 
intoned: To!utter!in!a!monotone,!The!pitch!of!a!word!used!to!distinguish!differences!in!
meaning. 
antonyms: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
6. “Fellow mice, it is my most fervent hope that Despereaux has not spoken to these 
humans.” (Chapter 8, p. 43) 
fervent: intense, passionate 
antonyms: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
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VI. Comprehension Questions 
Chapter 9: “The Right Question” — Chapter 12: “Adieu” 

Directions: Read the questions and answer them in complete sentences or choose the 
correct answer. Use the book to help you, if needed. Use details from the text to 
support your answer.  
Date Due: ________________ 
 
DC 1. Why does Furlough react so stunned and confused when Despereaux turned to 
him and asked, “Do you know what love is?” 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
EI  2. Who ordered the entire mouse community to gather behind the wall of the castle 
ballroom? 
a. the mouse council 
b. Furlough 
c. Pea 
d. the Most Very Honored Head Mouse 
 
DC  3. In chapter 10, what can you conclude about the rats? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
FL 4. What is the following sentence an example of? “His whiskers became as tight as 
bowstrings.” (p. 32) 
a. Simile 
b. Metaphor 
c. Idiom 
d. Personification 
 
DC 5. What do you think “perfidy” means? (ch.8, pg. 45) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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VI. Comprehension Questions (continued) 
Chapter 9: “The Right Question” — Chapter 12: “Adieu” 

 
C,P 6. Which of the following is an example of a Character vs. Character conflict in 
Chapter 10? 
a. Despereaux is told, by the Most Very Honored Head Mouse, he must renounce his 
love or be punished. 
b. Despereaux fainted after admiring his own bravery and defiance. 
c. Furlough pushing his way through the crowd of mice. 
d. A mouse yells out, “To the dungeon…Straight to the dungeon with him.” 
 

 
DC 7. Why did Despereaux square his shoulders after the thread was tied around his 
neck? (ch. 11, pg. 61)  
a. to make his neck seem larger so the thread would not fit 
b. to show that he would be brave for the princess 
c. to brace himself for the fall 
d. to appear larger than he was 
 
DC 8. “Despereaux looked out into the crowd of mice and saw his mother. She was 
easy to spot. In honor of her youngest mouse being sent to the dungeon, she had put 
on a tremendous amount of makeup.” What does this say about her character? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
C/E  9. What caused Antoinette to faint? 
a. when everyone chanted: “To the dungeon. To the dungeon. To the dungeon.” 
b. hearing Lester bang the drum 
c. when Despereaux stood before her trying not to tremble 
d. hearing that Despereaux would be eaten by the rats 
C  10. What does Antoinette say as Despereaux was led away? What does this show 
about her feelings? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Co 11. In chapter 10 on page 55 Antoinette uses the French phrase “Mon Dieu”. She 
uses it again in chapter 12 on page 64. What do both parts of the story have in 
common? 
a. In both cases she is overwhelmed by the situation. 
b. In both cases she is relieved that her son is ok. 
c. She is happy things have been resolved. 
d. She is only thinking of herself. 
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VII. Independent Practice 2 : Plot Conflicts Worksheet 
Directions: Write down the Plot Conflicts you encounter in Chapters 12-15. Answer the 
questions for each conflict. Date Due: ________________ 
Conflicts can be: Character vs. Character Character vs. Nature   
Character vs. Himself 
12. Who is the conflict between?  What type of conflict is it?  What is its cause? 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe the plot: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Who is the conflict between?  What type of conflict is it?  What is its cause? 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe the plot: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

! ! !

!

! ! !

!
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14. Who is the conflict between?  What type of conflict is it?  What is its cause? 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe the plot: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. Who is the conflict between?  What type of conflict is it?  What is its cause? 
 
 
 
 
 
Describe the plot: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIII. Vocabulary Activity: Four Square 
Chapter 16: “Blinded by the Light” – Chapter 20: “A View from a 

Chandelier” Date Due: ________________ 
Directions: For each word below, write the definition, examples of the word, and 
antonyms of the word. You may use a dictionary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

! ! !

!

! ! !

!

1. Word 
inordinate 

!

Examples 
!

Antonyms 
!

Definition!
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2. Word 
inexplicably 

!

Examples 
!

Definition!

Antonyms 
!

3. Word 
despicable 

!

Examples 
!

Definition!

Antonyms 
!

4. Word 
solace 

!

Examples 
!

Definition!

Antonyms 
!

5. Word 
consigned 

!

Examples 
!

Definition!

Antonyms 
!

6. Word 
ornate 

!

Examples 
!

Definition!

Antonyms 
!
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IX Comprehension Questions 
Chapter 20: “A View from a Chandelier” – Chapter 23: “Consequences” 
Directions: Read the questions and answer them in complete sentences or choose the 
correct answer. Use the book to help you, if needed. Use details from the text to 
support your answer.  
Date Due: ________________ 
 
DC 1. Why do you think chapter 20 ends with Roscuro “letting go” of the chandelier? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
S 2. Explain how the author turns a bowl of soup into the setting, in chapter 21. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
C,DC 3. Roscuro remembered the words of the prisoner and the regret he felt for not 
“looking back”. What is ironic about Roscuro’s decision to “look back”? 
a. It made him happy. 
b. The prisoner was sad for not looking, where Roscuro was sad because he did look. 
c. The Pea did not like the rat. 
d. All the king’s men could not save the queen. 
 
EI 4. What effect did the princess have on Roscuro when she was glaring at him? What 
were her eyes filled with? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
C/E 5. What chain of events did the Pea set into motion when she pointed and said the 
word Rat? 
a. Despereaux was sent to the dungeon where he met the jailer, Gregory. 
b. Roscuro was given his prisoner to torture, and ended up with the red cloth. 
c. Despereaux’s heart was broken and he was sent back to the dungeon. 
d. Roscuro, stunned, released his grip, fell into the queen’s soup and scared her to                                                 
death. 
 

DC 6. Why does Roscuro want revenge? What does he feel was taken from him? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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C, Co/Co 7. Fill out the Venn Diagram showing how Roscuro and Despereaux are alike 
and how they are different. 
 
   Roscuro    Both   Despereaux   
        
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
DC 8. What do the light and the dark represent? What can you tell about the future of 
Roscuro’s character when he says, “I am a rat. And there is no light for rats. There will 
be no light for me.” 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
DC 9. Why do you think Botticelli Remorso’s character always swings his locket “back 
and forth, back and forth”? 
a. He is nervous because the king’s men are hunting them. 
b. He is trying to hypnotize or convince someone to see things his way. 
c. He is showing it off. 
d. He wants people to think he is rich. 
 
DC 10. If the darkness of the dungeon is the evil in the world, what does Gregory’s rope 
represent? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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X. Lesson 3 Independent Practice: Relationship Roster 
Directions: Analyze the relationship between Despereaux and his mother by answering 
the following questions for the relationship. Date Due: ________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who is this relationship between?!

How do the characters feel about 
each other? 
!

How are these characters alike and 
different? 
!

How are these characters alike and 
different? 
!

Why do the characters need each 
other? 
!

Describe the relationship. Is it 
positive or negative? Both? Explain. 
!
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XI Lesson 3 Independent Practice: Friendship Bridge Example 
Despereaux and Roscuro 

Class Work   Date Due: ________________ 
Directions: Go back to chapter 20. Think about these two characters and see if you 
can find evidence of the possibility of a friendship growing between them. Relationships 
require both differences and similarities to grow. Often it is our differences that attract us 
and our commonalities that bind us together. 
 
 
Despereaux          Roscuro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Differences) Differences!

Friendship!
Similarity) Similarity)

!

Similarity)

!

Similarity)

!
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Are you just a human being? 
Textual Analysis Passage 
What does it mean to be human? What does it mean to be a boy or a girl? There are no 
correct answers to these questions, but they are important ones. By answering these 
questions, you’re identifying what you think about stereotypes. A stereotype is a set of 
ideas or behaviors associated with being in a group that has something in common. 
Some people think stereotypes are determined by our bodies and our brains. Other 
people think they are taught and learned by our parents, communities, and/or culture. 
Nature: How You Are Born 
Some scientists say gender roles are determined before we’re even born, when the 
brain develops in a fetus. A brain functions, they believe, based on whether the person 
is male or female. Recent studies show that a male’s brain functions differently from a 
female’s brain. A male brain, for example, is wired to work on spatial problems better. A 
female’s brain, on the other hand, is wired better for verbal tasks. This could explain 
why girls tend to score better on reading and writing tests than boys, some scientists 
argue. 
Nurture: What You Are Taught 
Other scientists believe gender roles develop after birth. When a baby girl bumps her 
head, for example, parents might respond more to her crying. When a baby boy is 
bumps his head, parents might encourage him not to cry. Gender roles continue to be 
taught through childhood. A boy might be discouraged from playing with dolls because 
they are activities considered to be “for girls.” A girl might be guided away from running 
and race cars because they are activities “for boys.” Boys and girls are taught to follow 
a set of unwritten rules of what it means to be a boy or a girl. 
A Little Bit of Both? 
Although the structure of the human brain or the rules of society explain some 
differences in boys and girls, we shouldn’t allow those ideas to tell us what we can or 
cannot do in our lives. What about the boys who can express their feelings and write 
creative stories and poems? How about the women marine biologists who’ve won top 
honors for their science skills? Many scientists today say a combination of nature and 
nurture help shape a person’s idea of gender roles. 
Stamping Out Stereotypes 
How many of these sentences have you heard? Girls are so moody. Boys are tough 
and aggressive. Boys are smarter in science than girls. Girls are more creative than 
boys. Statements like these show gender stereotypes. A stereotype is a phrase that 
lumps people into a group. Stereotypes are often negative, and they don’t take into 
consideration someone’s unique personality or abilities. Society would be safer and 
happier if people (and rodents) didn’t pigeon hole others. If a boy or girl (rat or mouse) 
could safely act in any way without the fear of being made fun of, stereotypes would 
melt away. A person wouldn’t be expected to act like a boy or a girl; he or she would 
only act like themselves. 
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XII. “Boys vs. Girls: It’s Not Just In Your Head” Textual Analysis Questions 
Date Due: ________________ 

___ 1. What are gender roles? 
a. A stereotype that lumps people into one group. 
b. A way the human brain functions. 
c. A set of ideas or behaviors associated with being male or female. 
d. A person’s unique skills and interests. 
 
___ 2. According to the passage, what do recent brain studies show? 
a. Boys are smarter than girls. 
b. Male and female brains are wired differently for different tasks. 
c. Girls are more creative than boys. 
d. All of the above. 
 
___ 3. What is “nature vs. nurture”? 
a. A debate that argues if a person is born with certain qualities or 
if a person develops those qualities through society. 
b. A debate that argues if a person’s brain develops before birth or after birth. 
c. A debate between scientists only. 
d. A debate the puts boys and girls on opposite sides. 
 
___ 4. The main idea of the “Nurture: What You Are Taught” paragraph is 
a. Boys are encouraged not to cry. 
b. Boys and girls learn their gender roles. 
c. Boys and girls learn to follow the law. 
d. Gender roles are developed before birth. 
 
___ 5. What does the author mean by the phrase, “Society would be safer and 
happier if people didn’t pigeon hole others”? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
___ 6. What is the author’s opinion about stereotypes? How do you know? Do 
you agree or disagree with the author’s opinion? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
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XIII. Vocabulary Activity: Questions, Reasons, Examples 
Chapter 24: “A Handful of Cigarettes, a Red Tablecloth, and a Hen” – 

Chapter 28: “The Castle” Date Due: ________________ 
Directions: Think about the meaning of the following words from The Tale of 
Despereaux. Then answer the following questions about the vocabulary words. 
fate (ch.24 pg. 127) 
1. What have we learned of Roscuro’s fate to this point in the book? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
scrupulously (ch.25 page 129) 
2. Give an example of a time you paid attention to something scrupulously.  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
vicious (ch.25 page 130) 
3. Write a sentence explaining something that Brian Robeson experienced in Hatchet, 
using the word vicious. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
daintily (ch. 26 page 132) 
4. Give an example of something you’d handle daintily. Why would you handle it this 
way? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Innumerable (ch. 28 page 139) 
5. Name something that is innumerable. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
grim (ch. 28 page 140) 
6. Give an example of grim news that someone had to deliver in either Hatchet or Roll 
of Thunder Hear My Cry. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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XIV Comprehension Questions 
Chapter 26: “Royalty” – Chapter 31: “A Song in the Dark” Date Due: ________ 
Directions: Read the questions and answer them in complete sentences or choose the 
correct answer. Use the book to help you, if needed. Use details from the text to support 
your answer. Record the comprehension abbreviation on the line next to each question. 
 
_____ 1. What does Uncle mean when he says, “I’ll give ye a good clout to the ear”? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ 2. In chapter 26 the author uses an analogy to describe how Mig feels after 
seeing the royal family. “It was as if a small candle had been lit in her….” Which other 
character had a similar epiphany?   
a. Despereaux, when he learned he could read. 
b. Antoinette, when she learned that her son would be eaten by rats. 
c. Lester, when he voted to send his son to the dungeon. 
d. Roscuro, when Gregory lit a match and held the brilliant flame to his face. 
 
_____ 3. What was the priceless birthday present that Mig received on her seventh 
birthday? 
a. a perfect family 
b. hope 
c. a crown 
d. a white horse 
 
_____ 4. Why does Mig tell Uncle she wants to be a princess when she knows she’ll 
probably receive a clout in return? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
_____ 5. How did the King’s law forbidding people to eat soup lead to Mig seeing the 
princess again? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Comprehension Questions (continued) 

Chapter 26: “Royalty” – Chapter 31: “A Song in the Dark” 
_____ 6. What event caused the soldier of the king to visit Uncle and demand his kettle, 
spoons and bowls? 
a. Roscuro landing in the queen’s soup 
b. Despereaux talking to the princess and the king 
c. the thief stealing all the castle cutlery 
d. Mig wishing she could be a princess 
 
_____ 7. Thinking about our friendship bridge from earlier, how do you think the news 
that Mig’s mother also passed away will affect the relationship between Mig and Pea? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ 8. Mig is described as not being “the sharpest knife in the drawer.” What type of 
comparison is this? 
a. simile 
b. metaphor 
c. idiom 
d. compare and contrast 
 
_____ 9. Roscuro, Despereaux and Mig all share an appreciation for light and beauty. 
How does the author use irony in choosing the setting where they are destined to meet? 
a. The castle is a place where none of them are wanted. 
b. By choosing the dungeon which is an ugly, dark place. 
c. The Kingdom of Dor never sees the sun. 
d. She has them meet in a dark forest. 
 
_____ 10. The dungeon is described as having a “terrible, foul odor”. It had an 
“overwhelming stench of despair and hopelessness and evil.” “It was quiet in an 
ominous way.” What kind of conflict did this create with everyone besides Mig? 
a. Character vs. Society 
b. Character vs. Nature 
c. Character vs. Character 
d. Character vs. Self 
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XV. Lesson 4 Independent Practice: What’s the Theme? Worksheet 
Date Due: ________________Directions: In the left column, I have given you a topic. 
Record the recurring events for this topic in the middle column. Draw a conclusion about 
the theme/author’s message and record it in the right column. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Example:   

 
 
 

The Dark and The Light 

  

 
 
 

Life Is Not Fair 

  

 
 
We all make our own 
decisions…but in the end 
our decisions make us. 

 

  

Topic! Recurring Events! Theme/Author’s 
Message 

!
!

Conformity)

1.!Despereaux!is!very!different!from!all!

other!mice!and!is!persecuted!for!it.!2.!

Roscuro!is!not!like!most!rats,!but!

treated!like!them!so!he!conforms.!3.!

Mig!is!told!her!whole!life!that!what!she!

wants!doesn’t!matter,!but!she!refuses!

to!stop!dreaming.!

Accept!yourself!the!way!you!

are.!Don’t!let!others!define!who!

or!what!you!are,!and!hold!on!to!

hope!no!matter!what!life!

throws!at!you.!!
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XVI. Vocabulary Activity: Have You Ever? 
Chapter 32: “Beware of the Rats”-Ch. 33: “A Rat who knows her Name” 
Date Due: ________________Directions: Think about the meaning of the following 
words from The Tale of Despereaux: 
presume, admiringly, ferocious, portentous, ascertaining 
Answer the following questions about the vocabulary words. 
 
1. Have you ever acted admiringly? Why or for what? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. When have you felt like something was ferocious? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Describe a time that you or someone else presumed something. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Give an example of a time that you ascertained something. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Describe something that you would consider to have been portentous? Explain. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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XVII. Comprehension Questions 
Chapter 34: “Kill ‘em even if they’s already dead” – Chapter 37: “A Small 
Taste” Date Due: _________________ 
Directions: Read the questions and answer them in complete sentences or choose the 
correct answer. Use the book to help you, if needed. Use details from the text to support 
your answer. Record the comprehension abbreviation on the line next to each question. 
 
_____ 1. When Despereaux falls from the napkin into the measuring cup full of oil, what 
parallel can you draw from an earlier incident? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ 2. Why do you think there was no knight inside the armor when he took it off? 
a. Because it was just a dream. 
b. Because the Knight was Despereaux. 
c. Because the Knight was invisible. 
d. Because Despereaux was blinded. 
 
_____ 3. What kind of plot conflict was displayed when Despereaux dreamt of the dark? 
a. Character vs. Nature 
b. Character vs. Self 
c. Character vs. Character 
d. Character vs. Society 
 
_____ 4. After Mig says, “It’s dark, aint it?” Roscuro replies, “Yes, yes…It is quite dark 
my dear.” Are he and Mig talking about the same thing? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ 5. Why did Mig believe, “with every ounce of her heart”, in Roscuro’s ridiculous 
plan? 
a. He hypnotized her with Botticelli’s locket. 
b. She was not the sharpest knife in the drawer. 
c. She was an evil person. 
d. She wanted so desperately to become a princess. 
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Comprehension Questions (continued) Chapter 34: “Kill ‘em even if they’s 
already dead” – Chapter 37: “A Small Taste”   
 
_____ 6. In chapter 37 Roscuro says, “And I think it would be best if you addressed all 
your communications to me, Princess.” I am the one in charge here. Look at me.” Why 
is he trying to get the princess to stop talking to Mig? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ 7. Why is it important that the princess remember to take her crown? 
a. It is the symbol of Mig’s desire and Roscuro’s victory. 
b. It will keep any guards from questioning them as they move through the castle. 
c. It is valuable. 
d. They want to sell it. 
 
_____ 8. Which two characters have dreams? 
a. The King and Botticelli 
b. Roscuro and Mig 
c. Despereaux and Pea 
d. The Prisoner and Gregory the Jailer 
 
_____ 9. Evaluate Mig’s agreement. What do you think she will have in the end? What 
do you think she will have given up to obtain it? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ 10. What was the author’s purpose in ending chapter 37 this way? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Independent Practice Lesson 5: Relationship Change Worksheet 
Directions: Examine the relationship between Jess and his father. Fill in the chart 
below by answering the questions about the relationship. Be sure to cite page numbers 
and details from the text to support your answers. 
1. What did the 
relationship look 
like in the beginning 
of the book? 
2. What does the 
relationship look like 
now? 
3. What events or other 
characters caused the 
change in the 
relationship? 
4. How did the 
relationship 
change impactthe characters? 

Comprehension Abbreviations 
 
 

Concept Abbreviation Definition 

Genre G A category or type of text, organized 
by common literary elements. 

Explicit 
Information EI Details that can be clearly found 

“right there” in the text. 

Drawing 
Conclusions DC 

Combining background knowledge, 
personal experience and textual 

information to determine meaning. 

Vocabulary in 
Context ViC The meaning of a word within a text. 

Predicting Pre Using!information!from!a!text!to!decide!
what!will!most!likely!happen!next.!

Character C 
The!looks,!traits,!thoughts,!and!

relationships!of!a!person,!animal!or!
object!with!lifeLlike!qualities!in!a!text.!
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Setting S Where and when a story takes 
place. 

Sequence Seq The order of events or steps in a 
text. 

Plot P The structure of events that make up 
the main story of a text. 

Cause and 
Effect 

C/E 
The reason  something happens 
(cause) and what happens as a 

result (effect).  (introduced in 
first grade) 

Main Idea MI The big idea in a text that tells the 
reader what the text is mostly about. 

Concept Abbreviation Definition 

Classify & 
Categorize Cl/Ca 

To arrange or organize details from 
a text into groups with similar traits 
(categorize), and to name or label 

that group (classify). 

Compare & 
Contrast Co/Co 

How two or more things are alike 
(compare) and how they are 

different (contrast) 

Fact & Opinion F/O 

Information!that!can!be!proven!!true!or!
false!(fact)!and!a!personal!statement!of!

what!one!believes!about!a!subject!
(opinion).!

Point of View 
(introduced in 

grade 3) 
PoV The perspective from which a story 

is told to the reader (i.e. first person). 

Author's 
Purpose 

(introduced in 
grade 2) 

AP The reason an author has written a 
text for readers. 

Voice 
(introduced in 

grade 2) 
V The author’s tone or attitude toward 

a subject in the text. 
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Figurative 
Language FL Language enriched by word images 

and figures of speech.  

Theme 
(introduced in 

grade 2) 
Th 

The underlying message or lesson 
that the author is trying to convey to 

the reader. These often include 
universal values dealing with life, 

society or human nature. 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Assessment 
Name: _______________________________ Date: ________________ 
Fifth Grade Realistic Fiction Unit Assessment 
Bridge to Terabithia 
Directions: Read each question. Circle the correct answer, or respond by writing 
complete sentences. You may use your book to help you find information from 
the story. 
 
1. Explain how you know that Bridge to Terabithia is realistic fiction. Provide 
specific examples from the text to support your answer. 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In Chapter 1, why did Jess wait for his father to have the pickup going before 
getting out of bed? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Describe two conflicts that Jess has. What type of conflicts are they? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Where was Jess when May Belle told him people were moving to the 
Perkins place on the next farm? 
a. Running in the cow field 
b. In Terabithia 
c. In the bean patch 
d. Sitting on the bench 
 
5. Why didn’t Jess dare to show his drawings to his dad? 
a. His father believed boys shouldn’t draw. 
b. His father was never home. 
c. His father would yell about wasting time and wasting paper. 
d. His father didn’t like art. 
 
6. Describe the conflict between Jess and Janice Avery. What type of conflict is 
this? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
7. Why did Jess believe May Belle was a “durn lucky kid” because of her 
interactions with their father? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. How did the relationship between Jess and his dad change after Leslie died? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Why did Fulcher tell Leslie, “OK, you had your fun. You can run on up to the 
hopscotch now”? 
a. Fulcher didn’t want to race against a girl. 
b. Fulcher believed girls weren’t supposed to play on the lower field. 
c. Boys and girls didn’t compete against each other in sports. 
d. All of the above. 
 
10. What is the author’s message about gender roles in Bridge to Terabithia? 
Describe recurring events in the text that support this message. 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
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11. Why did Leslie’s parents move from the suburbs of Arlington to the farm? 
a. They couldn’t afford their home in Arlington. 
b. Leslie’s mother got a new job. 
c. They wanted to farm the land and think about what’s important. 
d. Leslie asked them to move. 
 
12. Why did Leslie offer May Belle some new paper dolls? 
a. May Belle asked for them. 
b. Leslie wanted her and Jess to play alone. 
c. Leslie had already played with the dolls. 
d. Leslie’s grandmother sent them especially for May Belle. 
 
13. In Chapter 4, Jess avoids Leslie. Why do you think he does this? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
14. Describe how Leslie’s death impacts the relationship between Jess and May 
Belle. 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. Which statement is not a theme of the book? 
a. Everybody should go to church. 
b. Real friendship allows you to be yourself. 
c. You don’t have to fit into specific gender roles. 
d. Death is sad but can bring new beginnings. 
 
16. Why do you think Miss Edmunds took Jess to the museum? Support your 
opinion with evidence and details from the text. 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Why do you think Jess hit May Belle in the face when she asked him if he 
had seen Leslie laid out? 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
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18. Based on what you know about Jess bringing May Belle to Terabithia at the 
end of the story, what do you think will happen after the story ends? 
a. May Belle will tell their father about Jess’ imaginary world. 
b. May Belle and Jess will visit Terabithia together and will 
eventually invite Joyce Ann. 
c. May Belle won’t like being queen of Terabithia, so she’ll stay 
away. 
d. Jess will invite Janice Avery to Terabithia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19. Why did Jess continue to visit Terabithia after Leslie died? Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer. 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20. Is Jess the same person at the end of the book as he was at the beginning? 
Why or why not? How has he changed? What changed him? Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer. 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
!


